Dear Js, \2j2A/l2. 

Before I forget, subject of a note I've just written Je, enclosed: last night at 
Ian's I was to a taan whose narae I have forgotten, with the Christian Science 

monitor, I thinlc bureau chief DC. He said that Harsch always kept the home place in 
lihode Island, ±± goes there weekends, and is, I think, titled editorial page director 
but is in semi-retirement eil though he is not in the office full time. Dick Strout's name 
came up, as lilB and as a Monitor reporter (he is virtaully a staffer-freelancer, picking 
vihat he wants to do while protesting at 70 he wants to take his regular tumJ.Strout 
also covered our hearings. Seems tliat oveni the years he has made some wise and profitable 
Investments, vi'hile they have not changed his beliefs or his writings, they have tended to 
make him tend tov/ard the more conservative in financial matters. 

I didn't respond to your letter of 12/12.72 on the enclosed and returned in 3class 
R long ^'imes story on pills. Howard had sent me a copy and I think I made passing comment 
on it then, v/ithout thought as deep as seems justified. I did, I think, note what vrould 
under most circumstances be considered an inordinate investment of manpovfer. liis story did 
get a heavy radio/lV play, but all versions I heard noted that there is no indication he 
pumped speed iiito JIK and some others. 

One of the possible initial intents may have had to do with tamisliing the JFK image, 
you suggested. Agreed. But that doesn't seem to warrant this investment. I think something 
much more ambitious might have beeniiin someone's mind. I'laybe a NYTimes book? 

There is a legitimate point inherent if not explicit: what the hell kind of guack 
might some president not trust, what might he not feed or pump into that president, and 
what might the consequences not be? 

I have had only the most limited and casual contact with this new culture, with only 
one person I suspected of being on sj>eed, th;xt strange II. 0» chick; and tvjo pot parties 
(all intellectuals and musicians except for one excessivly beutifully formed young woman 
who later surfaced as one of the two whores in the Haggerty case-Jeanelle). If I can make 
any Idn^ of judgement from that chick, it can be very, very dangerous for one on speed to 
be in a position to make any kind of important decision. 

On Lissner,, at the risk of seeming to in*en* libel, which I do not, I remind you 
that the Wazis had ways of getting Jews to do their bidding, and outside of Germany, I tank 
I've told you of the Bchering guy. Dr, Julius Weltzien, Those dedicated Nazi correspondents 
were sometimes less than tliat dedicated, like Sorge (which I think means worry). It is hard 
to generalize, hard to eliminate, and there is no intended inference of L's being a real 
Nazi. His not seeming to be could be genuine as it could be part of a cover, ook at some 
of current partiots and super-patriots. 

Some of those named might have been asked to ask a few questions vjhere they were when 
the questions were to be asked and no more, but I wouldn t think that required crediting. 

Some might liave had specialised experience,, as takers and victims, like ylvia, or 
with those who iiad, or night have had special relationships with those interviewed and 
quoted in the story. Belair is, I bejiieve, in DC; Waldron in Texas. 

If this is the same Lissner and he was a Der Angriff correspondent in 1958, even a 
young one, ..ould he not be at retirement age? Would a son be a possibility? or nephew? 

I was puzzled at the story when I heard it on the air, more so when I read it, and 
no less so novi. four concluding sentence sums up all I can say: too much in it to throw 
it away. -^il:e other things the '^'imes has/has not done that do not seem to make sense One 
possibility here might be a forecast of some kind, some sensation about a prominent person. 
Might even be a newspaper personage, if politicians may seem more likely. Remember Phil 
Graham vias not immune to the ailments of the ordinary, ^ 

I'm carboning Howard, who also must have liad some questions about this, e will 
thus bo alert. Rather, more sensitive tlian his usual sensitive self. 

Best, 



